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Conference Programme 
 
Friday 6th September 
 
  Friday programme takes place in Arts Building Lecture Room 8 

 
10  Registration and Welcome 
 
10.30-12 Simulating an Early Modern Industrial Economy –  

Boardgame Playtesting Session (led by Angel-Luke O’Donnell, KCL) 
 
See p.6 for more information 

 
12-12.30 Lunch 
 
12.30-1.30 Digital Methods in Early American History— 
  Lunchtime Discussion Session (led by Nicholas Cole, Oxford) 
 

See p.6 for more information 
 
1.45-3.45 State Building in the Age of the American Revolution 
   

Nikitas Kyriacou (KCL), “Self-government in the Kentucky Frontier” 
 

Grace Mallon (Oxford), “The Federal Executive and the State Governments in the 
Early American Republic” 

 
Angel-Luke O’Donnell (KCL), “Printed for the Consideration of the People: 
Pennsylvania’s Revolutionary Committees and Printed Constitutions, 1774-1776” 

 
Ben Pelling, (KCL), “A quantitative analysis of state-building during the Constitutional 
Ratification campaign” 
 
Chair: Emma Hart (St Andrews) 

 
3.45  Coffee 
 
4-5.30  Settler Colonialism and the Politics of Space 
 

Charles Prior (Hull), “Settler Colonialism, On the Move” 
 
Rachel Herrmann (Cardiff), “Settler Colonialism’s Younger Brother, Victual 
Imperialism, and the Problem of Water” 
 
Mark Millard (Hull), “Facing Settler Colonialism from Indian Country” 
 
Chair: Jane Dinwoodie (Cambridge) 

 
6-7  Book Club: Christer Petley, White Fury (Oxford, 2018) 
 
7  Dinner (see p.8 for restaurant recommendations) 
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Saturday 7th September 
 
  Saturday programme takes place in Arts Building Lecture Room 5 
 
9.30-11.30 Islands, Oceans, and Plantations 
   

Michael Bennett (Sheffield), “London Merchants, the English Civil War, and the 
Financing of the Barbados Sugar Boom, 1643-1660” 
 
Shyam Sridar (Oxford) , “Military organisation, private enterprise, and French 
sovereignty in the ‘Neutral Islands’ of the Caribbean (1713-1763)” 
 
Jack Campbell Tracey (Kent), “‘Good and Useful Citizens’: the reintegration of 
Georgia Loyalists, 1783-90” 
 
Sheryllynne Haggerty (Nottingham), “I ‘never had the happeness of Receivin one 
Letter from You’: Expressions of Love, Family and Friendship in ‘unlettered’ letters 
from Jamaica” 

 
Chair: Natalie Zaceck (Manchester) 

 
11.30  Coffee 
 
11.45-12.45 Keynote Lecture: Ellen Hartigan O’Connor , “We Expect Our Dinner”:  

Colonialism, Capitalism, and Gendered Early American Economies 
 
12.45-1.30 Lunch 
 
1.30-3  Bodies, Spaces, and Identities 
   

Hannah Slack (Sheffield), “Puritans in the Wilderness: The Changing Nature of 
Environmental Providence in Seventeenth Century New England” 
 
Sarah Hall (East Anglia), “‘Allure me once more into the wilderness’: the interaction 
of the unfamiliar environment and the wilderness narrative with congregational 
identity in early New England” 
 
Sarah Smeed (Kent), “‘For the hair of their head is their ornament...’ Understandings 
of Indigenous Hairstyling Practicses in the Eighteenth Century” 
 
Chair: Joshua Piker (William & Mary) 

 
3.15-4.45 Roundtable: British Universities and Transatlantic Slavery  
 

Sheryllynne Haggerty (Nottingham) 
Stephen Mullen (Glasgow) 
Meleisa Ono-George (Warwick) 
Laura Sandy (Liverpool) 
Susanne Seymour (Nottingham) 
Natalie Zacek (Manchester) 
 
See p.7 for more information. 
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5-6.30  Celebrating New Books in Early American History 
   

Rachel Herrmann, No Useless Mouth: Waging War and Fighting Hunger in the 
American Revolution (Cornell University Press, 2019) 
 
Emma Hart, Trading Spaces: The Colonial Marketplace and the Foundations of 
American Capitalism (University of Chicago Press, 2019) 
 
Gaye Wilson, Jefferson on Display: Attire, Etiquette, and the Art of Presentation 
(University of Virginia Press, 2018) 
 
Colin Nicholson, Imaginary Friendship in the American Revolution: John Adams and 
Jonathan Sewall (Routledge: Perspectives on Early America, 2018) 
 
Sarah Pearsall, Polygamy: An Early American History (Yale University Press, 2019) 

 
6.30  Walk or taxi to conference dinner 
 
7  Conference Dinner at Mela, 103A High Street, Harborne, B17 9NR 

Budget around £20 for ample Indian meal and drinks (see foot of p.8) 
 
 
Sunday 8th September 
 
  To take place over brunch at The High Field, Edgbaston B15 3DP 
 
10-12  Future of BGEAH and Early American History in the UK— 
  Brunch and Discussion, Open to All (see foot of p.8) 
 
   
  



5 
 

 
Keynote Lecture 

11.45am, Saturday 7th September 
Arts Lecture Room 5, University of Birmingham 

 
❧ 

 
Professor Ellen Hartigan-O’Connor 

 
“We Expect Our Dinner”: Colonialism, Capitalism, 

and Gendered Early American Economies 
 

In the eighteenth century, Adam Smith said that people “expect” their dinner from the self-interest 

of tradespeople.  Yet he, and scholars of the economy who have followed him, had their own 

expectations—about gender—that shaped fundamental ideas about economic behavior and 

motivations.  A “vast early America” approach  to colonial economies can motivate us to question 

expectation and embrace curiosity in its place. 

 
❧ 

 
Ellen Hartigan-O’Connor is associate professor of history at the University of California at Davis, 

where she teaches courses on gender, American social and cultural history, and the histories of 

colonialism and capitalism.  She is the author of 

The Ties That Buy: Women and Commerce in 

Revolutionary America (U Penn, 2009), co-

author of Global Americans (Cengage 2017), a 

college textbook on American history in global 

context, and co-editor of the Oxford Handbook 

of American Women’s and Gender History (OUP, 

2018), in addition to articles on gender and 

economy in the eighteenth and nineteenth 

centuries.  She is currently completing America 

Under the Hammer, a history of auctioning and 

market culture in early America.  Hartigan-

O’Connor has been an elected Trustee of the 

Business History Conference, is a Founding and 

Standing Editor of Oxford Bibliographies 

Online—Atlantic History, and a board member 

of Women and Social Movements.  Since 2018, 

she has served as Associate Dean for Graduate 

Students and Postdoctoral Scholars at UC Davis. 
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Simulating an Early Modern Industrial Economy 

Angel-Luke O’Donnell and a team of heritage experts are designing a boardgame that simulates an 

early modern industrial economy—and they need you to help test it! 

The game-in-progress will have emerged from a 

workshop hosted the day before (Thursday 6th 

September) that brought together academics, 

designers, and practitioners from the heritage 

sector to design a learning resource that will 

engage more and diverse groups of people with 

Britain and America’s industrial heritage. Alongside 

the advantages for university teaching, the 

boardgame will specifically address issues raised in 

the 2018 All-Party Parliamentary Group report on 

the industrial heritage sector. The report highlighted the potential benefits that might arise form 

closer collaboration between higher education and heritage groups. A survey from one industrial 

heritage group found that many volunteers in the sector had joined after an adult education course, 

but austerity measures since 2008 have severely reduced access to these courses. The boardgame 

could provide a sustainable alternative for recruiting future members. Another group reported that 

volunteers from black and minority ethnic backgrounds were particularly underrepresented among 

their volunteers. Boardgames can encourage inclusive learning through play. Made available in the 

right way, the game could engage more people from underrepresented backgrounds with the 

industrial heritage sector and with universities more broadly. 

Our aim is to consider whether the game engages its audience and whether it includes valuable 

learning opportunities. Regardless of individual expertise (whether in the early modern economy, or 

in boardgames!), every participant will be invaluable in helping to evaluate the game. 

Digital Methods in Early American History 

The last twenty years have seen an explosion of material available digitally to enhance the 

possibilities for research in early American history — and perhaps our field in particular has 

benefited more than any from grants that have made possible the transcription, editing, and 

publication of archival material. However, work-flows and interfaces for both editors and 

researchers have struggled to incorporate the latest developments in computer science, or to help 

researchers cope with an ever-increasing volume of material that might be read, while the allure of 

techniques such as ‘topic modelling’ risk attempting to naively substitute quantitative judgements 

for qualitative ones, without a proper understanding of the risks of such approaches or the way in 

which the outcomes will be vulnerable to subtle features of the underlying datasets.   

 

Introducing the session, Nicholas Cole will examine the progress that has been made in the 

application of ‘digital humanities’ techniques to Early American history, addressing the legal and 

technological hurdles to progress and the opportunities for research projects that seek to marry 

digital techniques with research topics in early American history.  Following his talk, we’ll open 

discussion to include perspectives and ideas on the digital in early American history, including 

teaching alongside research. Feel free to carry on eating lunch during the session!  
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British Universities and Transatlantic Slavery Roundtable 
 
British universities are now reckoning with their historical connections with transatlantic slavery like 

never before.1 With the launch of the ‘Slavery, Abolition and the University of Glasgow’ report in 

September 2018, the institution became the first university in British history to acknowledge that, 

historically, some of its income had derived from slavery. In doing so, the report provided 

incontrovertible evidence that wealth acquired from slavery in North America and the British West 

Indies continues to shape Great Britain in the 21st century. Influenced by the approaches of 

American universities such as Brown, Yale and Georgetown in dealing with the issue of slavery-

tainted gifts, Glasgow simultaneously launched a nine-point programme of reparative justice.2 The 

study has initiated self-reflection elsewhere with similar announcements at the Universities of 

Oxford, Cambridge, and Bristol – to a mixed response -  with other institutions now poised to follow.  

 

Bringing together leading scholars of slavery in the Americas based in universities established in 

Great Britain before, during and after the slavery period: Glasgow (founded in 1451), Manchester 

(1824/1851), Nottingham (1881), Liverpool (1881) and Warwick (1965), this roundtable will discuss 

current approaches to this issue, the implications of this work within the context of the ‘decolonize’ 

movement, and the way forward for British HE. A series of short papers will explore diverse themes 

such as: the methodologies of ascertaining the nature and extent of gifts derived from slavery; the 

issues of researching the history of slavery at a university outside traditional port towns and founded 

after Emancipation; researching slavery connections in a newer university with non-obvious links 

with historical slavery (such as the lace trade); and engaging undergraduates as co-producers in 

researching connections to slavery and in outreach activities for the Centre for the Study of 

International Slavery at the International Slavery Museum Liverpool.  

 

Given the Royal Historical Society’s recent report on the under-representation of BAME staff and 

students, especially those who identify as African and African-Caribbean, this panel will also include 

a wider discussion  of the politics and tensions  between the 'history' of slavery and British 

universities and the University 'leadership' of such projects.3 Should (white academic) historians or 

university hierarchies be taking the lead in these projects? If these projects are inspired by the 

international movement to ‘decolonize’ the university, to what extent should they solicit wider 

community engagement and empowerment outside the university and specifically with Black British 

communities? This roundtable takes a broad approach to pose important questions at a critical time 

for the study of British universities, their historical connections with transatlantic slavery, and the 

continued marginalization/exclusion within the institution of those directly connected to this history. 

 

Stephen Mullen et al.  

May 2019 

                                                           
1
 For a recent overview, see Nicholas Draper’s ‘British universities and Caribbean slavery’, in (eds.) Jill Pellew, 

Lawrence Goldman, Dethroning historical reputations: universities, museums and the commemoration of 
benefactors (Institute of Historical Research, 2018). 
2
 Stephen Mullen, Simon Newman, ‘Slavery, Abolition and the University of Glasgow (2018)’, Available: 

https://www.gla.ac.uk/media/media_607547_en.pdf  
3
 Hannah Atkinson, Suzanne Bardgett, Adam Budd, Margot Finn, Christopher Kissane, Sadiah Qureshi, Jonathan 

Saha, John Siblon and Sujit Sivasundaram, ‘RHS Report: Race, Ethnicity & Equality in UK History’, Available: 
https://5hm1h4aktue2uejbs1hsqt31-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/10/RHS_race_report_EMBARGO_0001_18Oct.pdf  

https://www.gla.ac.uk/media/media_607547_en.pdf
https://5hm1h4aktue2uejbs1hsqt31-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/RHS_race_report_EMBARGO_0001_18Oct.pdf
https://5hm1h4aktue2uejbs1hsqt31-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/RHS_race_report_EMBARGO_0001_18Oct.pdf
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BGEAH Guide to South and Central Birmingham 

The University of Birmingham’s campus is in Edgbaston (yep, near the cricket ground), south of the 

city centre. One neat feature is the University train station, on the west side of campus, which 

provides a regular service into the city at ten minutes or less. If you’ve got more time on your hands 

and the weather is nice, you can also walk along the canal which runs by the train line: it’s about 45 

minutes into town that way—just watch out for cyclists on the tow-path around rush-hour! 

To the immediate south of campus is Selly Oak, which is predictably dominated by student rental 

housing and associated student hotspots. Yakinori and Kimchi are both worthwhile places to eat 

here, though the latter has no alcohol license. There’s also a Tesco (at the petrol station) and a 

Sainsbury’s for all your grocery needs. Check out the History Department’s Activist Selly Oak project 

at activistsellyoak.wordpress.com and @ActivistSelly for some of the neighbourhood history. 

A fifteen-minute walk north-west of campus will bring you to Harborne, home to many well-heeled 

doctors and academics. Here you’ll find Thai food at Sabai Sabai, very good independent Italian at 

Buonissimo, and great pizza plus pub classics at The Plough, as well as a pretty good brunch, 

milkshake, or slice of cake at the thematically-appropriate Boston Tea Party.  

South Birmingham is also Cadbury country, and if you hop two stops on the train line south from 

campus you’ll get off in Bourneville, the original factory village which still has many quaint features 

and plenty of Quaker history. Head west from the station and you’re in Bourneville proper, where 

Kafenion is a lovely Greek cafe in the village centre (on the way, you’ll see the Cadbury factory and 

its associated tourist attraction, Cadbury World); head east and you’re in Stirchley, a gentrifying 

neighbourhood with local beer on tap at Attic Brewery and excellent lunch at Can Eat. 

In the city centre, don’t miss the Birmingham Museum and Gallery, which houses local history and 

craft, a strong Pre-Raphaelite collection if that’s your sort of thing, and a very nice Edwardian 

Tearooms. I also recommend the Indian Streatery (sorry about the name, trust me on the food) on 

Bennett’s Hill and Bodega Cantina immediately opposite. For cocktails and the like, I’m out of touch 

but Lost & Found is pretty and spacious, and The Alchemist has an extensive and interesting menu. 

Beer connoisseurs (and pinball wizards) should try Tilt, and coffee folk tell me Yorks is good. 

In terms of getting around, the train is your best bet in and out of the centre but there are also 

buses. Uber is functional in Birmingham and you won’t have to wait long. You can also order a mini-

cab through A2B Radio Cars at 0121 744 1111. 

Conference Dinner and Sunday Brunch 

On Saturday we’ll head to Mela, a regular spot for seminar guests located upstairs on Harborne High 

Street. I’ll co-ordinate a taxi-ride for those who don’t want to walk there. It’s a pretty cheap and 

cheerful Indian restaurant with plenty of space and an alcohol license. You can see the menu in 

advance at www.mela-harborne.co.uk 

On Sunday, we’ll convene for brunch at The High Field, a pleasant gastro-pub in the Five Ways 

neighbourhood (which has its own train station, on the line between University and New Street), 

which is eminently walkable for those staying in campus accommodation in the Vale. 
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Navigating the University of Birmingham Campus 

The conference will take place in the Arts Building, R16 on the campus map on page 11, which is a 

partially ivy-covered brick building on the east side of the central square. Recently this central 

square was extended northwards to create a “Green Heart” of trees and planting crossed by paths. 

The new library, a glass-and-steel building trimmed in yellow, stands at the north-west corner of this 

square. South of the square is Chancellor’s Court, which includes the university’s oldest buildings, 

pictured above and named after their designer Aston Webb. 

Campus is dominated by two tall buildings which are useful for orientation. At the centre of 

Chancellor’s Court stands “Old Joe,” the clocktower named for city patriarch Joseph Chamberlain 

(father of the ill-famed Prime Minister, Neville). Head towards that when you leave the University 

train station on your way to the Arts Building. To the north-east of the main square, opposite the 

library and immediately north of the Arts Building, is the Muirhead Tower, a striking 1969 brutalist 

tower now sheathed in stainless steel by a 2009 refurbishment. Heading south from the Vale, go 

straight through the Muirhead lobby, then down the steps, to get to Arts. 

The best place to get a taxi to drop you off or pick you up is the “Main Entrance,” a.k.a. East Gate, on 

Edgbaston Park Road, where the Guild of Students (Student Union) building stands. Just within this 

entrance is the Barber Institute, the university’s art gallery and concert space, which is free to enter 

and has a small but remarkable collection of paintings. Continue in the direction of Old Joe until you 

reach the main square to access the Arts Building on your right. 

For wheelchair users the campus can present difficulties, and many accessible pathways are not 

obvious. You will need to use the lift (elevator) outside the north side of Muirhead to get up into 

that building, but if you just want to go through towards Arts, take this lift straight down to the 

bottom and then continue at ground level. In the Arts Building itself, there are two small lifts to your 

left when you enter the lobby. There are a lot of swing doors in the corridors, and to reach Lecture 

Room 5 where we will be based on Saturday you will need to use the stair-lift to climb three steps. 

Conference Location and Specifications 

On Friday we’ll be based in Lecture Room 8, which is on the third floor of Arts and is situated 

immediately off the main landing (where there are sofas and so on). On Saturday we’ll be in Lecture 

Room 5, which is a larger room with more space for standing and mingling, and a raised platform at 

the front—it’s at the end of the second floor’s east corridor: from the main staircase, turn around to 

your right and go up a few steps to reach that corridor. Both rooms contain tables and chairs rather 

than fixed seating, so there should be plenty of personal space. For presentations, there are desktop 

computers with USB drives connected to projectors. 
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List of Registered Participants 

 

Michael Bennett (Sheffield) 

Jack Campbell Tracey (Kent) 

Jon Chandler (UCL) 

Nicholas Cole (Oxford) 

Tom Cutterham  (Birmingham) 

Gareth Davies (UCL) 

Jane Dinwoodie  (Cambridge) 

Max Edling (KCL) 

Sheryllynne Haggerty (Nottingham) 

Sarah Hall (East Anglia) 

Emma Hart (St Andrews) 

Ellen Hartigan-O’Connor (California-Davis)  

Lawrence Hatter (Washington State) 

Rachel Herrman (Cardiff) 

Nikitas Kyriacou  (KCL) 

Tim Lockley (Warwick) 

Grace Mallon (Oxford) 

Ben Marsh (Kent) 

Mark Millard (Hull) 

Stephen Mullen  (Glasgow) 

Colin Nicholson (Stirling) 

Angel-Luke O’Donnell (KCL) 

Meleisa Ono-George (Warwick) 

Kenneth Owen (Illinois-Springfield) 

Sarah Pearsall (Cambridge) 

Ben Pelling (KCL) 

Christer Petley (Southampton) 

Joshua Piker (William & Mary) 

Charles Prior (Hull) 

Nicholas Radburn (Lancaster) 

Tom Rodgers (Portsmouth) 

Laura Sandy (Liverpool) 

Susanne Seymour (Nottingham) 

Hannah Slack (Sheffield) 

Sarah Smeed (Kent) 

Katherine Smoak (Birmingham) 

Shyam Sridar (Oxford) 

Emily West (Reading) 

Gaye Wilson (Monticello) 

Natalie Zaceck (Manchester) 

Contact Information 

Tom Cutterham, conference organiser: ----------- 

University of Birmingham Security: 0121 414 3000 

A2B Radio Cars Taxi Service: 0121 744 1111 
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